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as yet seriously threatened by Socialism, except in
the bastard form of Protection. In England the
principle that men who will work must not starve
has always been admitted, though in a somewhat
grudging fashion : law and the unions are limiting
the hours of labour and fixing the wage-rate; and
little remains to be done beyond providing State
employment on a large scale. Probably the Con-
tinental workman would require to be content with
a little less than his rival in Birmingham or
Manchester, because his employer would have to get
similar results to the English on a larger expenditure
upon coal; but it cannot be impossible to adjust
differences of this kind. In that case, we may
assume that all the races possessed of the same, or
nearly the same civilisation, will belong, so to speak,
to the same trades-union, so far as production is
concerned, but will more or less rigidly exclude one
another's manufactures by protective tariffs. England,
of course, might not conform to this policy; but if
England stood alone in her Free Trade, the ex-
ception would be unimportant She would not be
able to force her products upon her neighbours ; she
might lose to some of them, and find her industries
dying out one by one. It is quite conceivable, for
instance, that she might lose the carrying trade in
the eastern seas to China, as her steamers there
are already very largely manned by Lascars and
Chinamen.

Now, it is surely probable that the European
nations, with their production limited, and its price
enhanced by Socialism, and with exchange among
themselves fettered by Protection, would find them-
selves at a great disadvantage in competing with